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But on the whole he was regarded by the Hindus
of that time as a Hindu. We hear of no persecution
during his life, and of no persecution of his followers
till many centuries afterwards. And it is a striking
result of the permanent effect which this spirit of
toleration had, that we find the great Buddhist Em-
peror Asoka, in his famous edicts, inculcating rever-
ence to the Brahmins and to the teachers of rival
sects, as much as to the leaders of his own persuasion.
Throughout the long history of Buddhism, which is
the history of more than half the people in the world
for more than two thousand years, the Buddhists
have been uniformly tolerant; and have appealed,
not to the sword, but to intellectual and moral sua-
sion. We have not a single instance, throughout the
whole period, of even one of those religious persecu-
tions which loom so largely in the history of the
Christian church. Peacefully the Reformation began;
and in peace, so far as its own action is concerned,
the Buddhist church has continued till to-day.

But this is only one proof out of many of the fact
we should never forget, that Gotama was born and
brought up and lived and died a Hindu. His teach-
ing, far-reaching and original as it was, and really
subversive of the religion of the day, was Indian
throughout. Without the intellectual work of his
predecessors his own work, however original, would